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November Newsletter | 2010
Here Comes Winter!
Welcome to our final pre-school newsletter before Christmas which we hope you will find interesting as it’s full of news from both Acorn and Arnott pre-schools as well as some really important information about forthcoming events and dates for your diaries. 
We’ve also found room to tell you about other activities being supported by Trust Thamesmead which might interest you. 
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Having Fun on Good Choices day at Acorn pre-school
JOINT ACORN AND ARNOTT NEWS

As this is a joint newsletter for both Acorn and Arnott Pre-schools please make sure you check the dates and other information for the pre-school your child attends – we wouldn’t want you to put the wrong dates in your diaries!

Places Available!
We are pleased to announce that all the children on the waiting lists at both Acorn and Arnott have now joined us and the even better news it that we have limited capacity for more children who want to start after half term at both pre-schools.

So if you, or someone you know, has a child aged 3-5 years old and would like to place them in either of our Ofsted registered pre-schools they are welcome to come along and fill in a registration form.

With a child already at one of the pre-schools you already know that we offer the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum in a fun and safe environment and all our staff are full qualified and CRB checked.
For further information about Acorn pre-school call Sara on 020 8310 0782. If you’re interested in Arnott pre-school call Claire on 020 8319 7477

Parents’ Forum News
After some very successful activities last term the Arnott Parents’ Forum is now hoping to become a formal group. In conjunction with a Childcare Information Evening the Forum is planning to hold its Annual General Meeting in November; please look out in the pre-school for the date. In the meantime if you would like to be added to the Forum’s contact list please email Irene_nina@yahoo.co.uk or jannarowley799@live.co.uk
If you are a parent at Acorn and you would like to be involved in meeting other parents or arranging activities for families in the area please contact Tracy Norcott, Childcare Manager on 0781 236 8661 or email Tracy.norcott@trust-thamesmead.co.uk
Time Matters

We’d like to remind all parents that time really matters at our pre-schools and it is so very important that the children are brought and collected on time. Please make sure your child is with us promptly at the start of their session and that you are there to collect them when the session ends. Session times at both pre-schools are 9:00-12:00 & 12:30 -3:30pm. Also please make sure you keep us informed of any change of address, phone numbers and emergency contacts. 
Acorn and Arnott Holiday Dates
The last day of term for Acorn pre-school is Wednesday 15 December and for Arnott pre-school its Friday 17 December.
The first day of term after the Christmas break for both Acorn and Arnott pre-schools is Tuesday 4 January 2011.

ACORN NEWS
We’d like to start by welcoming all our new children to Acorn. We wish you all the very best pre-school experience with us!

Every Child’s a Talker
For the past two years Acorn Pre-school, along with twenty other settings in the London Borough of Bexley, has taken part in a scheme called Every Child’s A Talker (ECAT), which is designed to help improve and promote children’s speech and language development.

Louise McGarr, Acorn’s nominated Early Language Lead Practitioner, has been attending regular cluster meetings with practitioners from other early years settings looking at how to improve every child’s speech and language ability and also going on training sessions provided, designed specifically for this subject. 

Since taking part in the scheme we have already seen a rise in the number of our children who have reached their Early Learning goals by the time they moved on to their new Reception class and we hope this will continue.

The scheme will also be looking at how to encourage children’s language outside the setting and how we can work in partnership with our parents to promote learning and we would welcome your suggestions as to how you feel we could improve in this area.

Please see our display of Every Child’s A Talker information in our lobby and we will keep you updated with how the scheme is progressing in regular newsletters.

Cosy Corners
You may have noticed that we have created a new sensory area in our pre-school, a cosy space which offers our children a place to retreat, rest and, most importantly, chat. Meanwhile our outside area is proving to be a great success, where our children have been observed using lots of imaginative language.

Make a Date with Acorn
Here are some dates for your diaries …

Acorn pre-school will be closed on Friday 10 December and on Friday 17 December for training. There will be no preschool on Thursday 16 December as there will be parent reviews.
Children in Need: This year’s event is on Friday 19 November and we at Acorn are doing something ‘Funny for some Money’ to raise what we can for this worthy cause. Please see our notice board for more details.

Coffee Evening:  This is a chance for us to get together informally for coffee and mince pies, where you can meet other parents and voice your opinions, views and thoughts or a just a great opportunity for a general chit chat.  We hope to see you there on 9 December between 4:30 and 6:00pm
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 Acorn Christmas Dates 
Father Christmas will be visiting us on Monday 13 December and it’s our Christmas Party on 14 December.

We will be having Christmas Carols on Wednesday 15 December and invites to parents will be coming soon.

ARNOTT NEWS  
Firstly, a warm welcome to all our new parents and children at Arnott.  We wish you all the very best pre-school experience with us!

Every Child’s a Talker
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Earlier in this newsletter you will have read about the Every Child a Talker programme currently taking place at Acorn pre-school.

Well, we are pleased to be able to report that Arnott will soon be delivering the programme too.

Janice Pooke is the Early Language Practitioner at Arnott and as soon as she has completed her training she will be leading on this initiative

Rachel Ly samples hair braiding at 

Arnott’s Good Choices Day in July
Make a Date with Arnott
Here are some dates for your diaries …

Arnott pre-school will be closed on Friday 10 December as it is an Inset Day.

Dates for our parent reviews have now been arranged and appointment sheets will be displayed in the pre-school nearer the time:
Friday 3 December:

Janice Pooke 

Monday 6 December:

Lien Lee 

Thursday 9 December:
Christine Cooper 

Children in Need: This year’s event is on Friday 19 November and as this year’s theme is ‘Show your Spot and Raise a Lot’ we are asking everyone to wear something spotty and give a donation to this very good cause.  There will also be lots of activities in the pre-school themed around spots.
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 Arnott Christmas Dates  
Our Christmas party will be on Wednesday 15 December and we are hoping that Santa will also pop in to see the children on this day.

The Arnott Christmas concert will be on Thursday 16 December. This will be followed by mince pies and an opportunity to chat with staff and other parents.

Around Thamesmead with the Trust
You may not be aware that Acorn and Arnott pre-schools are part of Trust Thamesmead, the community development agency working exclusively in Thamesmead. The Trust does so many things working with people in Thamesmead – here are just a few of them.
Volunteering for the Trust Can Be So Rewarding
There are lots of reasons why people volunteer in their community. For many it is a stepping stone, in building confidence and gaining experience, in the hope of gaining future employment.
Trust Thamesmead and the Greenwich Community Food Coop has seen three volunteers from their fruit and veg stall based outside Arnott Community Centre get back into paid work, all within a month of each other.

One of them is Daffodil Humberstone. She said: “Before meeting with Trust Thamesmead's training and job search department Building Futures my confidence was really low and I didn't get anywhere with interviews but they sent me for training and told me about volunteering opportunities and was interested in helping at the local fruit and veg stall.
”I really enjoyed the four months I spent on the stall where I gained experience in money handling and customer service. I will really miss my colleagues and customers who all made it so much fun.”
Trust Thamesmead's Community Development Officer for Central Thamesmead Roz Williams said: “It is excellent news for both Daffodil and the Trust and builds on the partnership between the Trust's Community Development team, Building Futures and Greenwich Community Food Co-op, which means that local residents are given the opportunity and support to learn skills, gain self confidence and volunteer their time which is having such positive results for them personally as well as their local community.”
However with success comes vacancies and we would love to hear from you if you are interested in volunteering at one of our two our fruit and veg stalls. 
We are looking for people to volunteer up to four hours on Thursdays between 11:30am-3:30pm outside Discovery Primary School in Battery Road, West Thamesmead and for up to four hours every Friday between 10:00am-2:00pm outside Arnott Community Centre. Call Roz on 020 8320 4470 

Sporting Club Thamesmead: is Trust Thamesmead’s exciting new multi-million pound development in Bayliss Avenue, at the home of Thamesmead Town Football Club. 

Currently under construction and scheduled to open next Easter, Sporting Club Thamesmead will provide a range of sporting activities, social and community facilities, as well as improving the enjoyment of being involved with Thamesmead Town Football Club – whether simply watching the games, playing or coaching.

Facilities will include grass football pitches for all levels, a full size Artificial Turf Pitch, an outdoor multi use games area, The Studio indoor multi-activity space and social areas such as the Bayliss Suite function room and The Mead match day lounge, which are ideal for community events and celebrations such as parties and wedding receptions.

Keep in touch: Trust Thamesmead also looks after the only website that covers the whole of Thamesmead, whether you live on the Bexley or Greenwich side of town. Check out what’s happening locally out at www.trust-thamesmead.co.uk
What’s On in Thamesmead
A new support group for separated dads has started at Waterways Children’s Centre. It’s a friendly and informal group where you can meet dads in similar situations and talk about concerns and worries.  
Each month there will be social talk time followed by a topic of the month, such as fathers as role models, effective ways of keeping in contact with your child, legal and benefit advice, communication skills and child development – what to expect!

The support group meets on the third Thursday of the month between 6.45pm – 8pm) and you can book or just drop-in. For more information contact Tracey Megson on 020 8311 5491. Waterways Children’s Centre, Southwood Road, Thamesmead, SE28 8EZ

Your Views Welcome
We hope you have found our newsletter interesting. If you have any views on this newsletter or have ideas of other information that you would find useful and interesting please talk to us in pre-school and we will see what we can do. In the meantime thank you for your continued support.

Until Next Time…
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Tracy Norcott

Childcare Manager
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