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Welcome to ‘Trust Talk’, our newsletter designed to keep you in touch with what’s going on at Trust Thamesmead and in our community. 
Sun Shines on our Summer Festival

The sun shone on Thamesmead on Saturday as an estimated 20,000 festival- goers enjoyed a day of music and fun at the annual Trust Thamesmead Summer Festival.

A packed music stage with a line up featuring four decades of pop music saw Trust Thamesmead’s T Factor winners, Audio Hawk headline this year’s Trust Thamesmead Summer Festival, which featured big name acts – The Real Thing, Showaddywaddy, Sybil, The Honeyz and Antony Costa, all of whom sung live on the main stage which featured a 24 foot long catwalk.

John Keating, John Arundel and Sean Folayan, all aged 12, blew the crowd away. 
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“That was amazing!” said Audio Hawk lead singer John (Keating), who was seen with his band mates outside the backstage area after their performance signing autographs for their new found fans.

Audio Hawk’s John Keating, Sean Folayan and John Arundel
The three piece rock group headlined after Jamelia, who was scheduled to top the bill, cried off just hours before she was due on stage saying she had food poisoning but her non-appearance did nothing to spoil the day.
“Audio Hawk was absolutely amazing,” said Trust Thamesmead’s Arts & Events Coordinator, Danny Thorpe. “To be told you are headlining such a huge event just hours before performing and to pull it off as they did, just shows what professionals they are. The T Factor judges definitely made the right choice in choosing Audio Hawk as their winner.”
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This year’s festival, which doubled as Thamesmead’s 40th birthday party, started with a bang as a 16’ birthday cake float, which had paraded along the streets of Thamesmead with up to 400 Thamesmead primary school pupils in the Taru/Trust Thamesmead Summer Festival School Parade, exploded confetti in Birchmere Park.

The Chair of Trust Thamesmead, Jackie Smith said: “We are so proud to be the organisers of this event. It gives local residents the opportunity to get together for a fantastic day out and sends out the positive message that lots of good things happen in Thamesmead and it’s a great place to live”

“If you attended the festival we would love to know what you thought of the event and would welcome any suggestions for the future.”

The ever-popular Gallions Housing Association’s beach was bigger and better than ever before and featured a Pirates of the Caribbean Captain Jack Sparrow look-a-like and lots of fun and games.

Other popular attractions included the cAve mobile climbing wall, Thamesmead Town Football Club’s ‘beat the goalie’ competition, Charlton Athletic FC’s five-a-side pitch, the circus, giant inflatables and the community stalls.
“The Trust Thamesmead Summer Festival is all about bringing the community together “said Danny. “It was great to see so many residents turn up and enjoy the day.

“Thank you to all our sponsors – Bexley Council, Greenwich Council, Tilfen Land, Axis Europe Plc, London City Airport, Gallions Housing Association and Thames Water - without you the day would not have been such a success.”

Party, Party, Party

The Trust has been busy organising birthday parties marking Thamesmead’s 40th over the past few weeks.

They have been taking place at each of the Trust’s community halls and centres for community groups, Trustees, Neighbourhood Safety Teams, Gallions Residents Board, local politicians and others.
All the community groups were given birthday cakes to share with their members, and a children’s entertainer visited our Acorn and Arnott pre-schools and the five other children’s parties that were held recently.
Telling Thamesmead’s Story…

The Trust welcomed back a special visitor to Thamesmead last month. 

Many Trust Talk readers will be acquainted with, and some will have contributed to, the book on the social history of Thamesmead, Back to the Future, which was published ten years ago and which covered the first 30 years of Thamesmead’s life.
The book was researched and written by Dr Valerie Wigfall, a sociologist now working for the Institute of Education as a research officer in the Thomas Coram Research Unit.

The Trust has been keen to see the book updated as there’s a whole new story to be told about the ensuing ten years and Valerie came to the Trust to discuss this project.

Valerie welcomed the opportunity to return to Thamesmead to see what had changed and said she was very surprised at the level of development that has taken place, especially in West Thamesmead.

Valerie was updated on the ending of Thamesmead Town Limited and the formation of the Trust, Gallions and Tilfen; the scale of the growth of Thamesmead and current issues including buy-to-let and international migration; the interventions recommended by the Scase report and the joint borough work that is now underway. Last but not least we talked to Valerie about the Trust’s plans for the future. 

Valerie said she would be very interested in updating the book and will be getting back to us soon with an outline of how this might be achieved.
Veterans’ Day Celebration

Last month the Trust marked Veteran’s Day by organising an event for former servicemen and women, mainly from Thamesmead, at Firepower in the Royal Arsenal. Among them were Lewis Booth and John Thompson who both served in the Coldstream Guards. They said they were very surprised to meet up as the regiment is based in Scotland and it is very unusual to come across members in London, so it was a chance for them to catch up and reminisce.
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 Addressing his fellow ex-servicemen and women our vice-chair Ted Claridge said: “The eleventh of the eleventh is to remember those who lost their lives at war. Veterans Day is about celebrating those who survived and all that we achieved.”   
         Lewis Booth (82) & John Thompson (75) 


with Trust Chair Jackie Smith
Trust Arts and Events Coordinator Danny Thorpe, who organised the event, added: “It was really heartening to meet so many Thamesmead veterans and very fitting to have the lunch on the Royal Arsenal, which, like our veterans, contributed hugely to Britain’s overall war effort. It is always important to take time to say thank you to the people who worked so hard to protect Britain during the war.”
Charity Commission Inspection

The Trust had its first ever inspection/review visit from the Charity Commission in June.

Ahead of the meeting very substantial background information had to be made available to the inspectors, who were particularly interested in how the Trust interprets and applies its charitable objectives, governance, financial controls and its current and proposed trading activities.

The Review Visit report was very positive with the inspectors saying that they had go the general impression that the Trust already had many of the characteristics of an effective charity including detailed operational plans and strategic planning process, which provide a clear focus on timescales and desired outcomes. 

The report also said that our trustees and senior officers have demonstrated a strong commitment to the guiding ethos of the charity and that we recognise the importance and relevance of maintaining and raising our profile through our marketing function.

Education Business Partnership Award
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The Trust recently received another award, this time in recognition of the partnership we have developed this past year with Woolwich Polytechnic in supporting work related learning. It’s a Greenwich Education Business Partnership award, which was presented to the Trust at a business awards breakfast at the Heritage Centre in the Royal Arsenal.
The Trust’s Head of Marketing & Communications Elaine Johnson, who represented the Trust at the ceremony, told Trust Talk: “We’ve been doing quite a lot of joint working with the Poly over recent months. 





           Elaine, Greenwich Mayor Cllr Sajid Jawaid, 




                           student Junaid Mahmood and Anne Bassi
“Two students worked with us on an intergenerational photographic project and a group of sixth formers carried out a marketing evaluation project. We were also able to fill the gap when government funding for providing their Record of Achievement folders ended. 

“We have built strong relationships with the primary schools in Thamesmead and so it’s good to be developing something similar with the Poly and we have plans to develop and strengthen our relationship with the school in the future.”







       
We were nominated for the award by Anne Bassi, the school’s Work Related Learning Co-ordinator. In her citation she made special mention of Trust CEO Mick Hayes, who is the school’s work-related learning governor, thanking him for instigating the close partnership between the school and the Trust to further the provision of work related activities which motivate and enthuse the students.

Northern Arches Progress

In early July Trust CEO Mick Hayes had a very successful meeting with Mick Price, Greenwich Council’s Assistant Director of Children Services regarding the Trust’s aspiration to turn the Northern Arches under Carlyle Way into a work related training centre for young people.

The new Vice-Principal of Greenwich Community College (GCC) Carol Davidson was also present and she was very keen to look at exploring a partnership between GCC and Trust Thamesmead. Carole is set to come to the Trust with other senior managers from the college on Monday 23 July to further discuss this partnership.

Youth Leisure Zone

Meanwhile Mick also met recently with senior officers from Bexley Council around our wish to develop a youth leisure zone (YLZ) at the Southern Arches, Harrow Manor Way.

Mick, architect Haydn Jones and project consultant Nick Trim presented our plans for the YLZ and demonstrated how they could fit with Gallions Housing Association’s plans for their developments at Tavy Bridge.

The Bexley officers were really impressed and said that the Trust has come up with ‘a real and potentially workable solution’ and had been very accommodating to Gallions proposed housing development on the mound, to which the Trust continues to be vehemently opposed. The Trust now needs to agree a final service mix for the Youth Leisure Zone and develop a business plan and a fundraising strategy.
Arnott Inspection

The Trust’s Arnott pre-school recently had a visit from Greenwich Borough Inspector Jo Keyes. She gave the childcare setting an overall grade of 2 - Good (strong practice). 
In her report she said: “The sensory area is a stunning development - it is beautiful!” and “The adults are clearly committed to their work for the children and provide good role models for children through their manner with each other and with the children.”

Football in the Community

Leon O’Sahon, a local resident who works for Newham’s Youth Offending team, has arranged football across Thamesmead on Saturdays and over the summer holidays. With the help of Trust and Gallions staff, Leon has secured venues at Broadwater, Southlake and Crossways. The six week project will end in a league of all the teams, with trophies for the winners. The Trust is eager to support such resident enthusiasm, and Gallions will be maintaining the pitches for these activities for Thamesmead’s young people this summer. The Trust is grateful to Gallions for this gesture.
These sessions will be featured in a summer activities diary for young people which has been jointly sponsored by the Trust and Gallions and is now available to all young people living locally.
Greenwich Better Services for Young People

The Trust’s Head of Community Development Pat Fitzsimons attended a recent Greenwich ‘Better Services for Young People’ information exchange meeting for services in Thamesmead, Plumstead and Abbey Wood. Another meeting is scheduled for the beginning of October and the Trust will continue to attend to gauge the usefulness of this forum in developing youth services locally.
Graduating in Style

A group of students have been undergoing Teacher Assistant training at the Trust, turning our Boardroom into a classroom once a week. The course is now completed and they will soon be graduating. To mark the event, and the success of this Building Futures and Groundworks programme, a graduation ceremony will be held at Jubilee Community Hall on 20 July. 

Trust Thamesmead Events Coming Soon… 
	
	


	
	

	27 July

	Good Choices Day – free event for children and families at the Arnott Community Centre 10:00-2:30

	1st & 3rd Tuesday

	Thamesmead Youth Voice for 11-19 year olds, Greenmead Community Centre 6:00-8:00

	Every Tuesday
	Shaw Trust at Trust Thamesmead. Support in gaining qualifications or finding a job for those with an addiction to drink or drugs

	Every Wednesday
	Over 50’s Armchair Exercise Classes in Teeswater Court and Jubilee Community Hall

	Every Thursday
	Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities. Skills for bringing up children for parents and carers of children age 3-18, Arnott Community Centre 12:00-3:00. Free lunch and crèche


You can get more information about all the Trust Thamesmead events listed here by calling 020 8320 4470 or visiting www.trust-thamesmead.co.uk
Feedback Welcome
We hope you’ve enjoyed reading ‘Trust Talk’. If you’d like to comment on anything please contact the Editor Elaine Johnson. If you know of anyone else who would like to be added to our distribution list please email: ejohnson@trust-thamesmead.co.uk
Trust Thamesmead, 19a Joyce Dawson Way, Thamesmead SE28 8RA   020 8320 4470
www.trust-thamesmead.co.uk





















