[image: image1.jpg]


Trust Talk 
Issue 7: 2007
Welcome to ‘Trust Talk’, the newsletter which keeps you in touch with what’s going on at Trust Thamesmead and in our community.
Teaching Assistants Graduate
As part of our objective of helping local people into work and training the Trust, in partnership with national charity Groundwork UK has brought Teacher Assistant training to Thamesmead for the first time. 

The project concluded in late July with the ten students who attended this first 26-week programme attending a graduation ceremony at our offices in Thamesmead town centre.

Sharron Hawe is the Project Co-ordinator for the Trust’s job and training project, Building Futures. She told Trust Talk: “The Teacher Assistant Training course was a huge success.” 
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 “All ten students gained work placements in local schools and found jobs before they even graduated.”

All the students taking part in the next Teacher Assistant Training course starting in September will be Thamesmead residents and all will be part-funded by the Trust.
Meet our successful graduates

Groundwork is a national charity which supports communities in need, working with partners to help improve the quality of people’s lives, their prospects and potential and the places where they live, work and play.

Trust Plans

Trust Chief Executive Mick Hayes and our consultant Nick Trim have been presenting the Trust’s plans for Thamesmead to the Board of Invest Bexley.

This was an important presentation as members include the Leader of the Bexley Council and senior Officers, representatives from the Learning & Skills Council, the London Development Agency, the Department of Communities and Local Government, Transport for London and the Chief Executive of Charlton Athletic, the Chair of Gallions Housing Association and Bexley business leaders.

The presentation, which was very well received, focused on our four big capital projects – Sporting Club Thamesmead, Southern Arches (Youth Leisure Zone), Northern Arches (Education and Training Centre) and Kale Road Community Workshops. 
In the same week the Trust had its first session with ‘Urban Practitioners’ who have been commissioned by Bexley and Greenwich Councils to develop a joint regeneration strategy for Thamesmead. It will be important for us to get our ideas and major projects captured in Urban Practitioners’ final report if we are to see Thamesmead develop in the way that we want.
Good Choices Day

The Trust held a ‘Good Choices Day’ at Arnott Community Centre on 27 July with the aim of promoting the importance of making good choices about healthy eating, exercise, dental hygiene, personal and community safety, and recycling to children and families.
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It was also an opportunity to showcase Arnott Pre-school and Community Centre and the Trust’s fresh fruit and vegetable joint initiative with Greenwich Community Food Co-op which will begin on Friday 28 September 28th. 
The stall will be held outside the Arnott Community Centre in the morning, and will sell a variety of fresh fruit and vegetables. It will be manned by trained volunteers, and if anyone is interested in taking part in the “on the job” training and becoming a volunteer, then please contact Trust Community Development Officer Roz Williams at Trust Thamesmead on 02083204470.

Gym goes from strength to strength

Thamesmead Gym is going from strength to strength since working more closely with the Trust’s Community Development team.
The gym, which can be found in Arch 8, Harrow Manor Way, just a few doors along from the Trust’s indoor climbing wall centre, the Cave, has introduced new membership cards and now has a qualified coach and nutritionist on site to give advice and guidance, training for which was arranged through the Trust’s Building Futures project.
The gym received £5,000 from Awards for All last year and with this funding has installed more cardiovascular equipment and has also sought to encourage more female members.
Trust Community Development Officer Linda Delieu told Trust Talk: “The Gym has a fantastic management committee, all of whom work very hard to make the gym a friendly and welcoming environment. A lot of time and effort has been spent on improving the showers, lockers and toilets and the result is very impressive.
The number of members is regularly increasing and the facilities available are improving all the time. 

“The gym is especially popular with local young people who might find the fees at other gyms too expensive.”

Funding for Faith Forum

Another recipient of Awards for All funding is the Thamesmead Interfaith Forum which recently received a grant of £9,900. This will contribute towards activities planned for the coming year including publicity, schools outreach, newsletters and a Thamesmead heritage celebration.
In addition 12 volunteers will be trained in leadership skills, diversity and tolerance which will help the forum engage young people in activities that will help reduce street crime and vandalism.
Event-Ful Months Ahead

Now that the dust has died down following the Summer Festival, the Trust’s Arts & Events Co-ordinator Danny Thorpe is busy developing the Trust’s Events Diary and it seems that anyone who thought the rest of the year would be quieter is mistaken.

Christmas comes into focus in September with a meeting planned between the Trust and Tilfen how we can celebrate in the Town Centre. We want to build on the grotto and the limited amount of lights last year and to support other events such as lunchtime activities involving local schools. We will also be starting work on the annual Trust Christmas card competition.

It’s hoped that September will see the staging of the postponed Matthew Clarke football tournament with the Trust working to get a date agreed with the schools and increasing the participation of Thamesmead Town Football Club.

October 1st is the International Day for Older People and Community Development Officers Roz and Linda are working on an event which is likely to include an expo of services for older people provided by Greenwich and Bexley. The second week of October is Family Learning Week the Trust is planning to support the development of activities in Thamesmead.  

October is also Black History Month and although activities haven’t been confirmed yet Danny is hoping to build on last year’s poetry project and is in talks to bring an exhibition to the Trust’s reception area. Danny will also be having talks with the Chinese community to look at ways of growing the Chinese New Year celebrations in February and again, hopefully, bringing it into the Town Centre.
Calendar Girls

The Trust is planning to produce its own calendar next year, making use of some of the fantastic images in our ever-growing photo library. To encourage people to keep and use the calendar we also want to include as many events taking place in Thamesmead during 2008. If you have any events that you would like considered for inclusion please email them to Elaine by 28 September at ejohnson@trust-thamesmead.co.uk 

The Trust on TV

Readers of Trust Talk will know that we are always looking for new, innovative and effective ways of communicating with Thamesmead residents. 

Users of the Post Office in the Front Page newsagents in the town centre will also be aware that long queues are not uncommon at anytime of the day!!
So what are we planning? 

We’re going to produce a 30 second advert promoting the Trust and our services which will be broadcast on the post office’s 32 inch digital screen. 

Research shows that the ad, which will be shown 27 times a day, 148 times a week, will be seen by more than 7,500 queuing customers each week.

The Trust’s Head of Communications Elaine Johnson said: “The advert will promote on-going services such as Building Futures, the cAve and our website as well as one-of events such as the summer festival. 

“Our contract allows us to change our advert three times a year which will ensure our information is always fresh and up to date.

“I am excited about this new venture and hope that it will enable us to reach people though what the advertising industry calls ‘captive audience networking’. Our first advert will appear on screen mid-late September.”

Promoting the Cave

Whilst group bookings and birthday parties at the Cave remain high we have been looking at ways of increasing the level of public climbing and in particular the number of individual climbers from Thamesmead using the Cave.

A good start was made at the summer festival where Cave staff took the opportunity to engage with young climbers on the mobile wall and since then leaflets promoting extended summer opening hours were distributed to around 50 outlets in Thamesmead. 

Cave promotional banners have also been placed outside the Gallions Resource Centre in Harrow Manor Way, at The Reach in West Thamesmead and outside the Thamesmere Leisure Centre.
Marketing over the coming months will include a new leaflet which will be produced for distribution at the end of the school holidays and a further leaflet that will promote extended opening hours for distribution ahead of the autumn half-term holidays.

Public climbing will also continue to be heavily promoted on the Trust website and, of course, on the Cave’s own website and efforts will be made to increase the level of editorial coverage of the Cave through press releases and the Trust’s regular monthly slot on TGR Sound. Find out more about our local radio station at www.tgrsound.co.uk
Tai Chi and Yoga
The Trust’s Tai Chi classes at the Atrium on Thursday mornings are proving so popular that Bexley College has agreed to fund two groups instead of one as the number of students has more than doubled. The college has also agreed to provide further funding so that two classes can run at the Atrium from September to December 2007. 

Meanwhile yoga classes will recommence at Jubilee Community Centre on 20 September. The classes have been listed in the Greenwich Community College prospectus as a 30-week course on Thursday mornings. Although greatly enjoyed by those who attended the pilot programme, the classes will need more participants if they are to continue. The Trust would appreciate your help in promoting these classes. If you need more information please contact Roz Williams on 020 8320 4482.

Neighbourhood Watch

Our Community Development team facilitated a meeting between Bexley Neighbourhood Watch, both Greenwich and Bexley Safer Neighbourhood teams and Bexley Community Safety Partnership at Manor Close Community Centre in July.
The meeting had a good turn out of local residents all of whom had concerns regarding their area. The police Safer Neighbourhood teams explained how they work to tackle problems in the area and provided valuable advice and information about how people can report incidents and concerns.

Following on from this very successful meeting Neighbourhood Watch groups are now being set up in Redbourne Drive, Fairway Drive, Carnoustie Close and Manor Close. There will be two further public meetings at Manor Close on Monday 10 September at 4:00pm and 7.30pm. All local residents are welcome to attend.
Bexley Allotments Federation

The Trust’s Head of Community Development Pat Fitzsimons has been in discussions with the Bexley Allotments Federation to get more people from ethnic minority communities involved in allotments. 
Bexley Conservation Trust Volunteers also attended the meeting and Orbit Bexley Housing Association has expressed an interest in being involved. Discussions included the possibility of encouraging the Chinese and Vietnamese communities to take allotments just south of the railway tracks. 
There are more than 200 vacant allotments in Bexley and the federation will need to attract a diverse community to avoid them being sold off for development in the future. 
The group agreed to call a meeting of all the community workers, Bexley Adult Education and housing associations to promote the idea further in September. The Trust will be co-ordinating this project until funding can be sourced to hire a Project Officer.

Planning for the Future

The Parkley Women’s Group, which is currently made up of elderly Chinese and Vietnamese women in Thamesmead, recently held an event at the Limestone Community Hall to discuss how to engage more regularly with the younger generations in the coming year, as well as involving the larger community in competitive games, health talks and summer trips. 

The group’s president Mary Sui said her members wanted to engage with Chinese and Vietnamese young people in the community in traditional activities including Tai Chi, games, music, dance and other competitive sports.

Most of the members have limited knowledge of English therefore find it difficult to participate in general community activities so the Trust is supporting the group to access funding to promote activities that will help them be more confident in participating in community programmes in the future.
Tackling Racism in Thamesmead

Trust Community Development Manager Janice Songhurst-Jones has met with R.A.M.U. (Racist Attack Monitoring Unit), part of Greenwich Council for Racial Equality to discuss the feasibility of delivering third party reporting services in Thamesmead. The idea is to deliver three sessions each week across Thamesmead (both Greenwich and Bexley) to enable residents to report and seek advice on racial attacks and related issues. The service will be delivered by trained volunteers with the support of staff from R.A.M.U.

Janice said: “I hope we’ll be able to assist by providing them with space in our community halls, but this is dependent, amongst other things, on availability”.

Accessible Learning for Local Residents 

Janice has also had a planning meeting with Greenwich Community College to agree on the delivery of learning programmes in the Trust’s community halls for the autumn term. Courses agreed include: Speaking with Confidence (an ESOL style course), CV and Interview workshops and Accredited First Aid. 
Janice has also asked the college to investigate further widening its programme in Thamesmead.

Festival Feedback
Congratulations and thank you notes have been streaming in from sponsors and residents alike who attended our Summer Festival lasts month. Here are a few of our favourites …
A very big well done for all the hard work that you and your team put into this year’s festival - the best one ever! Great performers (who needed Jamelia anyway), a great set up and positioning of all the activities. I am glad there was no fun fair; I thought the circus was great and the big covers over the community stalls were fantastic. We all had a great day and best of all I got to meet Antony Costa. 
Sandy and everyone at 5th Abbey Wood Brownies

Thanks to everyone who helped the boys (Audio Hawk) perform at the festival. They were on cloud nine afterwards…we were all gob-smacked at the warmth of the reception they got from the crowd and it took us over 30 minutes to get away as they were busy swapping phone numbers/email addresses and signing autographs!

I thought you presided over a really well organised event. Well done. Jamelia missed out on a great crowd. All the best for the future and thank you once again. 
Paul Keating (on behalf of Audio Hawk, their families/parents)

Thanks for a superb day out, the festival was a huge success - who needed Jamelia anyway (strange how her food poisoning disappeared for her to make the Finsbury Park gig). The kids loved it, well done and keep up the good work.

Pete

P.S. Try and get Millwall involved next year it was a nightmare seeing all those Charlton bags everywhere (joke!!)

Just a short thank you for your invitation to the festival on Saturday. The children’s carnival at the start was fantastic and I felt it captured everything the whole day was about - the community coming together. Please could you pass on our thanks to the members of your staff for organising such a successful and well organised event, I and the members of Tilfen Land who attended had a very enjoyable day.

Terry Adams (Real Estate Manager, Tilfen Land)

Trust Thamesmead Events Coming Soon 

	1st & 3rd Tuesday


	Thamesmead Youth Voice for 11-19 year olds, Greenmead Community Centre 6:00-8:00



	Every Tuesday
	Shaw Trust at Trust Thamesmead. Support in gaining qualifications or finding a job for those with an addiction to drink or drugs



	Every Wednesday
	Over 50’s Armchair Exercise Classes in Teeswater Court and Jubilee Hall



	Every Thursday
	Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities - skills for bringing up children for parents and carers of children age 3-18, Arnott Community Centre 12:00-3:00. Free lunch and crèche


Finally
A reminder to let us know if you have any public events happening in Thamesmead during 2008 that you would like featured in the Trust Thamesmead calendar. The deadline for contributions is 28 September.
We hope you’ve enjoyed reading ‘Trust Talk’. If you’d like to comment on any of the stories featured in this issue please contact the Editor Elaine Johnson.

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to our circulation list please email: ejohnson@trust-thamesmead.co.uk
Trust Thamesmead, 19a Joyce Dawson Way I Thamesmead SE28 8RA 020 8320 4470 


    www.trust-thamesmead.co.uk















